FOREWORD

This is a thoroughly revised edition of the
Constructive Programme which I first wrote in 1941.
The items included in it have not been arranged in
any order, certainly not in the order of their impor-
tance. When the reader discovers that a particular
subject though important in itself in terms of Inde-
pendence does not find place in the programme, he
should know that the omission is not intentional He
should unhesitatingly add to my list and let me know.
My list does not pretend to be exhaustive; it is merely
illustrative. The reader will see several new and
important additions.

Readers, whether workers and volunteers or not,
should definitely realize that the constructive pro-
gramme is the truthful and non-violent way of winning
Poorna Swaraj. Its wholesale fulfilment is complete
Independence. Imagine all the forty crores of people
busying themselves with the whole of the constructive
programme which is designed to build up the nation
from the very bottom upward. Can anybody dispute
the proposition that it must mean complete Indepen-
dence in every sense of the expression, including the
ousting of foreign domination? When the critics laugh
at the proposition, what they mean is that forty crores
of people will never co-operate in the effort to fulfil
the programme. No doubt, there is considerable truth
in the scoff. My answer is, it is still worth the attempt.
Given an indomitable will on the part of a band of
earnest workers, the programme is as workable as